
Notes from Rev. Torri Vande Zande

Lent Season - “Dark Spots”

We have entered into the Lenten 
Season. Lent is a time of 
self-reflection. It is a time when we 
slow down our lives, become more 
introspective, and maybe look deep 
into our hearts and look at what I 
call “dark spots.” These areas of 
our heart  are seldom seen by 
others. As humans, we hide them 
very well.  Sometimes 
they are labeled as fear, unforgiveness, or grief. Sometimes we don’t 
have labels and we only know them as feelings we have inside of us 
that we don’t know what to do with. 

Lent is a time to look at those areas. We see them, recognize them, 
maybe name them and bring them to light. Maybe we hold them up to 
God so God can help us navigate those dark spots and heal those 
areas that we so desperately try to ignore sometimes. 

As we go through the Lenten Season, I encourage you to look in the 
corners of your heart to see what might be lurking in the dark spots of 
our lives and allow God to light up the darkness. 
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LEADERSHIP
Moderator Gunder Austin
Vice Moderator John Lindberg
Clerk Connie Johnson-Schmitt
Board of Financial Stewardship Don Hoppe

ALL SERVICES START AT 5:00 PM
Joint services with St. Pau

Adult Learning Linnea Dietrich
Congregational Life TBD
Justice Ministry Team Marilyn McKnight
Worship Heidi Hoppe
Women’s Fellowship Sherry Toenjes
Men’s Fellowship Mike Gulbrandson
Online Sales Cindy Gulbrandson
Tech Team Mike Schmitt
Outreach Tammy Lindberg

MINISTRY TEAMS

BOARDS
Financial Board Don Hoppe, Sheryl Kaubisch, Caryl Allan
Facilities Board Mike Bohanon, Kerry Swenson
Personnel Connie Johnson-Schmitt

LENT SERVICES SCHEDULE MARCH BIRTHDAYS
March 3 Heidi Hoppe

March 4 Cathy Iversen

March 7 Chris Swenson

March 8 Scott Stenstrom

March 9 Dennis Meyer

March 13 Tim Hoppe

March 14 Gunder Austin

March 14 Sue Kimmel

March 18 Marion Robbins

March 25 Helen Mankenberg

March 26 Sherry Toenjes

March 27 Katy Hoover

March 28 Katie (Kaubisch) Fasen

Happy Birthday!

EASTER SUNDAY
APRIL 5TH, 9:30 AM

UNION UCC

ALL ARE WELCOME!



You may be surprised by what you find, or you may know exactly what you will find. It takes courage to 
look at ourselves and examine our actions, motives, and beliefs. 

Our Community Lent Services on Wednesday nights will focus on dark spots in our lives. I am inviting you 
to join us either in person or online. The services start at 5:00 p.m. and you will be able to watch on 
Facebook, YouTube, or on our website. 

So we enter into Lent knowing that God knows us. God knows every dark spot in our lives and is willing to 
sit with us, is ready to help us examine them, and is waiting for us to ask to be healed from the inside out. 

Peace,
Pastor Torri

Continued from Page 1
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Thank you to everyone who contacted Linda with information 
regarding receiving this monthly newsletter via email or the Postal 
Service! For upcoming issues, these requests will be honored. Those 
who have not responded to Linda will no longer be personally 
receiving "The Union News," but feel free to pick one up at church!

NEWS ABOUT THE NEWSLETTER

Did you know… the United Church of Christ has five areas of mission work that our local churches can 
give to? 

Our Church’s Wider Mission - Gifts from congregations like ours to OCWM Basic Support make it possible 
for our Conferences and the National Ministries to strengthen local churches and leaders and engage in 
mission well beyond our little community.

Most of our OCWM Basic Support dollars remain in our Minnesota Conference to help local congregations 
thrive. Directly supporting our churches includes one-on-one mentoring, conflict transformation, resourcing 
leaders as they reimagine ministry, and grants to churches.

One Great Hour of Sharing - This mission connects us to disaster relief, refugee assistance, and development 
efforts around the globe. When disasters strike, or when individuals are displaced due to violence or 
poverty, OGHS ensures immediate response and ongoing recovery.

Through our support, OGHS funds comprehensive development programs in areas such as healthcare, 
education, agriculture, food security, micro financing, and women's empowerment. An offering is typically 
taken on the last Sunday in March.

Strengthen the Church - Conferences in the national setting equally share the gifts given by members and 
friends through their local congregations. The funds raised support leadership development, new churches, 
youth ministry, and innovation in existing congregations. An offering is typically taken on the first Sunday in 
March.

Neighbors in Need - This mission focuses on social justice issues. This year’s focus is on Mental Health 
Justice. In 2015, the General Synod of the UCC passed a resolution to become WISE (Welcoming, Inclusive, 
Supportive, and Engaged) for mental health. A just world for all is a world where the human rights and 
well-being of people with mental health challenges are respected, no matter who you are or where you are in 
life’s mental health journey. An offering is taken on the first Sunday of March.

The Christmas Fund - This mission aids many small-church retirees, surviving spouses, or those who need 
financial assistance after a difficult diagnosis. The  Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired 
clergy and lay employees of the United Church of Christ for over 100 years, providing emergency grants, 
supplementation of small annuities and health premiums, and Christmas “Thank You” gift checks each March 
to our lower-income retirees. An offering is taken each week through the month of March.

REMEMBERING OUR MISSIONS

Wednesday, March 18th, 5:00 - 6:00 pm
Friendship Hall

Join us for a dinner of Spaghetti & Meatballs,
Caesar Salad, Homemade Breadsticks, and Dessert!

Free will offering to support the
Hackensack Kids’ Fishing Contest

FUNDRAISING DINNER

It has been a privilege to complete three and a half years as moderators with our retirement at the annual 
meeting on July 27th.  We look forward to opening our me

MODERATOR’S MOMENT

The Outreach Team Update
By Tammy Lindberg

Save the date! This month's benefit meal on March 4th from 5-6 pm is going to be a tremendous blessing!! 

Our church is the beneficiary!! Alan and Stacy are preparing an extraordinary chicken fried rice 

accompanied by a delectable side dish, salad, and dessert!!! Let's welcome new faces in the kitchen and come 

together to support our church and celebrate the culinary talents of our exceptional cooks!!

Declutter Your Space and Make a Difference!

Got new or used tech lying around? Donate it to UCC and help support sustainability, community outreach, and our 
upcoming Tech Sale this March!

We’re Collecting:

● Laptops, computers, tablets, printers, monitors

● Televisions, projectors, screens, DVD players

● Stereos, speakers, sound equipment

● Gaming consoles, controllers, accessories

● Routers, modems, networking devices

Please drop off your items at UCC church during office hours (Monday–Thursday, 9 AM to Noon).

Your donated technology will be repurposed to benefit others or properly disposed of, helping keep it out of landfills 
and contributing to a greener future.

Don’t forget to look for the UCC Tech Sale in March, where these items will find new homes while supporting 
community initiatives!

Questions? Contact us at TechTeam.UCCHackMN@gmail.com.

WE WANT YOUR TECH - by Mike SchmittMARCH FOOD SHELF CAMPAIGN
March 2026

The Minnesota FoodShare March Campaign brings together organizations, 
businesses, faith communities, and individuals to help keep the 300 food shelves 
statewide stocked throughout the year. For forty-two years Minnesota FoodShare 
has campaigned for donations on behalf of our food shelves. 19% of Minnesotans 
experience food insecurities right now, and many of those are children or senior 
citizens.  People living on a fixed income are having a tough time balancing their 
budgets with the cost of food, gas, heating fuel and housing. TOGETHER, LET'S 
FIGHT HUNGER IN MINNESOTA!!

I talked to the Hackensack Area Food Shelf a few days ago for an update. The 
Hackensack Food Shelf is open on the Second and Fourth Mondays, from 5 – 7 PM. 
Families that need food can come both of those days. Most food distributed is 
purchased through the Second Harvest Food Bank in Grand Rapids. They have noticed that the variety of 
food is good, with more plant-based protein options available. The Hackensack Community Garden and 
other gardeners dropped off produce for the Food Shelf last summer. The Hackensack Food Shelf feels the 
Hackensack Community has supported the local food shelf very well. Let’s keep up that good work! 

If you would like to support the local food shelf during the March Campaign, please send a check to the 
church and indicate that the money is for the Food Shelf on the memo line.  Donations received through 
April 6 will be counted toward the distribution of funds raised through the MN FOODSHARE Campaign. 
This year all the money collected will go to the Hackensack Area Food Shelf. An addressed envelope is 
included for your convenience .  

Thank you for your generosity.  Working together, not one person in our community will go hungry.  WE CAN 
AND DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Torri Vande Zande and the Board of Financial Stewardship 
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FEBRUARY 19, 2026

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Present:  Pastor Torri, Mike Schmitt, Connie Schmitt, John and Tammy Lindberg, Mike Bohanon, Linnea Dietrich, 
Mary Parrish 

Call to Order by Vice-Moderator John Lindberg and Pastor Torri led us in prayer.

No change to the agenda. Motion to accept agenda by Linnea and seconded by Mike S., approved.

January 2026 minutes were reviewed electronically by the Council and have been approved by email.  An official 
copy was submitted for the January newsletter. 

Old business:  
Training of Cooking Staff- No new information was given.  Mike B. contacted Kerry, waiting to hear back from 
him.  
Sponsorship of Benefit Meals – Tammy & John are working with Pastor on a flyer. Pastor reported that the 
management from Sun ‘n Fun are willing to order food at their cost instead of sponsoring a whole meal. Mike B 
suggested that Jeannette Dudley at FIA could do this as well. The team is still looking for a “sponsor” to cover the 
cost of a meal.
Annual Meeting Recap - While packets were out prior to the meeting, Linnea asked that packets be out the Sunday 
prior to meeting so folks have time to read it fully. 
Childcare Update - contract has been signed.  

New Business:
Team Reports - Linnea reported that Living Deeply, Dying Well class went fantastic.  6 completed and had their 
document witnessed that day. Linnea is looking to hold another and asked for open dates. Sometime in May was 
decided. Exact dates to be determined. 

David Coleman (new Outdoor Ministry) and Mallory Everhart (new Conference Communications) are coming up on 
March 7th for a clergy fellowship and will be at UCC on March 8th with David preaching for us. Linnea and Pastor 
Torri will meet to discuss these meetings  “Love-In” had 50+ attendees. Ed Oliver gave away several items he 
created with his woodburning tools with a theme of “Minnesota Strong.”  
Pastor Torri thanked Linnea for her work and said that “God is doing something special through the Adult Learning 
group.” 
Pastor asked about security cameras mentioned in the Tech Report. Mike S reported that new cameras were in place 
throughout the church. There is an app that can be downloaded  for the cameras. He can share this with others. The 
system records and keeps footage for 14 days. The thermostats are tied into this new application as well. Doorbells 
will also be installed at both doors that can record and have audio functionality. 
Connie asked for a motion to approve all the team reports received for the February meeting. Motion made by 
Linnea, seconded by Tammy and approved by all. Copies of the team reports will be printed and available for the 
congregation should they like a copy to read. These will be on the table in the narthex. 

Board Reports:

Board of Facilities – Mike B. informed Council that Widseth had evaluated the issues with the building and we are 
waiting for the official report.  Mike advised that once Kerry gets back and we have the report, a task force would be 
created to discuss options for each area.  



Board of Personnel – Connie reported that all bonuses had been delivered to the staff.  2026 Call Letter had been 
delivered to Pastor Torri and she was reviewing.  Hope to have this signed within the week. 
Board of Financial Stewardship and Annual Meeting – Don was absent but had submitted a report.  Connie 
reported that a gift of $1,000.00 had been received from a member and had been added to the Raise the Roof 
campaign. 
Policy & Procedure Manual – Connie acknowledged that the Executive Board had approved changes to 4 sections. 
She walked through the changes being requested to the meetings section of the constitution.  Questions were raised 
on the constitution change and the by-laws verbiage update. These will go back to the Executive Board. Council 
members didn’t fully read the Retention Policy and asked that it be moved to next month. Changes made to the 
Church Structure were approved.

Moderator Moment - John advised that he was learning a lot covering for Gunder and that it was fun and 
memorable.

Pastor Moment - Pastor thanked all.  She was grateful to all for sharing their gifts, commitment, and faithfulness in 
all they did to help the church. 

Benediction by Pastor Torri was received.  

John adjourned the meeting at 1:58 pm.

Newsletter articles due February 24, 2026
March 19, 2026, is the next Council meeting.  
Submitted by Connie Johnson
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It has come to our attention that many of our members and friends 
are not aware that UCC attempts to first of all REFUSE and 
REDUCE our use of plastic. When we do use plastic, we do our 
best to properly dispose of it through recycling. We are aware that 
our area's recycling program is not operating at maximum function, 
but we attempt to do our best.

You can help us by placing your plastic, glass, and paper in the 
designated bins/boxes in the church, rather than the standard 
garbage containers! Thank you so much.

CELEBRATING THE PAST: Women of the Church
Myra Damm, Historian

The most records I have of the past church history would be Women’s Fellowship or in the beginning it was 
called “Ladies Aid.”  It was noted that women were not called by anything but their husbands’ names, 
referred to as “Mrs,” not by their first name.  

The church was organized in 1907, and a new church building was built in 1917.

The men of the church sort of hinted that it would help to have a women’s organization, so on January 17, 
1917 the women of the church held a meeting and organized the 

Ladies Aid. In the beginning meetings were held in the homes on the second and fourth Thursday of the 
month. The dues were 10 cents a meeting.  When each woman took her turn to entertain she would serve 
more like a luncheon, maybe meat, baked beans, Jell-O, sandwiches, dessert, and coffee. Once in a while 
some kind soul would throw in a dollar which was much appreciated. It does not say in the records how 
many women were the first members, but in 1951 there were 28 members.

The first report of their work was given in 1925, when they volunteered to add $1,000.00 to the insurance 
on the church and contents. They also paid $20 per month on the minister's salary and purchased hymnals. 

In 1955 the name of Ladies Aid was changed to the Women’s Fellowship. That name still stands today. 
Women’s Fellowship meets the second Thursday of the month at 1 p.m.



TREASURE SALE
by Cindy Gulbrandson

Our popular Treasure Sale is back this year! It will be held on Wednesday, June 10th, from 8 AM to 6 PM, one 

day only. This date coincides with the big Flea Market in town. This year we will not be accepting clothes, 

large furniture, or exercise equipment. Feel free to bring in your donated items any time the church is open. 

Please call Cindy at 612-232-2760 or Heidi at 218-831-3927 with any questions.

Hi! My name is Koda and I am the Church Dog! 
I want to update everyone on what is happening with me 
lately. This Friday, February 27th I will be having my last 
surgery to take out two small cancerous tumors. One is on 
my neck and one is on my shoulder. 
This will be my last surgery. This surgery is not going to 
cure me from cancer. I will most likely have more bumps as 
time goes on, and they will be treated with medicine. I will 
eventually die from this disease. 
My human and I talked about how I want to live the rest of my life. I do not want to keep 
having surgeries. I get scared, I have to take a lot of medicine that makes me sleepy, and I 
do not feel good after surgery. I want to run, play, and chase squirrels. I want to tease 
Bandit (the cat) and visit my friends at Birchview. I want to take naps in the sun and stare 
out the window to see who is walking on MY trail. (My human calls it the Paul Bunyan Trail… 
but I never heard of that guy. So it is MY trail!) I want to live my best life! 

So, that is the update on what is happening with me. Do not 
feel sad for me. I am happy, and I like my life. I like going to 
work with my human, and I like going to the big room on 
Sundays and watching all the humans howl at their God. I like 
napping under my human’s desk and greeting everyone that 
walks in the church. I love my job as the Church Dog! And I will 
do it for as long as I can… and as best as I can! 
That is how I see it through my eyes! 
Have a barky day!

Koda (The Church Dog)
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Did You Know the Prayer List is on the Website?

If you want to stay up-to-date with the Union Prayer List, here are the 
steps for finding it on our church website.

1. Visit our website at https://www.unioncchackensack.com/
2. Move your cursor over “Contact Us” on the navigation bar found at the top of our 

website.
3. On the drop-down menu that appears, click on “Prayer List.”
4. Type the password “UnionPrayers2020” in the box and click enter.
5. Click on the blue button that says “Prayer List.”

If you have any difficulty accessing the list, call the church or email 
socialmedia.ucchackmn@gmail.com for assistance.

THROUGH KODA’S EYES



CONCERNS AND HELP NEEDED

* Other income includes Treasure Sale, fundraisers, building use, donations and  all other income sources except interest 
and dividends generated from restricted funds and specified donations or grants not going into operating funds.
Checking available:       $  44,363
Reserve Saving             $  38,065
CD’s                              $ 184,994
Investments                  $ 197,523
Total Assets                $ 464,945
Summary - Income for January was good to high, and expenses were low. We do not have a carryover listed for 
2025, but $10,800 in prepaid 2026 pledges expand our positive operating budget balance at the end of January. We 
will be starting our Raise the Roof Capital Campaign. At this point, there is over $4,200 in this fund. March is the 
Food Shelf Month, and a special donation will be collected to support the Hackensack Area Food Shelf.
Another reminder is that tax-free RMD or other donations from retirement funds can be used to support Union 
Church or the Roof Capital Fund. Planned gifts also create a legacy that will ensure the ministry and work of Union 
Church will continue for years to come. A planned gift is a way to leave assets through your will, beneficiary 
designations, or estate plan.
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BOARD OF FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
Operating Income and Expenses

 Income –          January  $15,585.00 Year to Date 2026 Giving   $  15,585.00
Other Income*-  January  $  1,341.65 YTD Other Income*      $    1,341.65
Total Income  - January  $16,926.65      YTD Total Income    $  16,926.65 

Expenses -       January  $  9,570.35 Year to Date Expenses      $    9,570.35

Balance -          January  $  7,309.48  Balance - Year to Date      $    7,309.48

 Prepaid & Carryover    $  10,800.00

 Final Balance    $ 18,109.48

If you read the Board of Financial St

The Minnesota Conference UCC soon will launch an emergency grant program to respond to the needs reported 
by UCC clergy and leaders in the wake of the surge of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) in Minnesota.

The grant program will support of churches, clergy, and communities in key ways:
● UCC leaders throughout the state have voiced a need to provide food, medicine, rent assistance, and other 

necessities for individuals and families in their congregations and surrounding communities who are afraid 
to leave their homes.

● UCC leaders are experiencing first and second-hand trauma as they are caught in ICE actions as 
observers. These leaders need immediate self-care activities and intermediate respite in the weeks to 
come to address their exhaustion and need for self-care and spiritual renewal in safe place.

These grants will be open to leaders throughout the the state, in rural areas, small towns, and urban settings. We 
are grateful for your support as we help our leaders and congregations navigate the tremendous challenges that 
ICE has brought to our state.
INDIVIDUALS: Donate via this link: https://tinyurl.com/5xcesbu2. Choose “Disaster Emergency Fund.”
CHURCHES: Donate via this link: https://tinyurl.com/mr3y9htr.

EMERGENCY GRANT PROGRAM



Can you imagine
  a pedicure, 
    not unlike the Holy Thursday ritual of
      Christ washing his disciples’ feet,
  and an Asian woman,
    bent over,
      tirelessly trimming a
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An easy-to-make crowd pleaser!

Beef Enchiladas
INGREDIENTS
▢ 1 15 oz can red enchilada sauce
▢ 1 small white onion, diced
▢ 4 cloves garlic, minced
▢ 1 ½ lbs lean ground beef
▢ 1 tsp cumin
▢ 1 15 oz can pinto or black beans
▢ 1 15 oz can sweet corn
▢ 1 4 oz can diced green chiles
▢ optional: 1-3 chopped adobo peppers depending on spice tolerance
▢ 8 8” flour tortillas
▢ 3 cups Mexican-blend shredded cheese
▢ toppings: cilantro, cotija cheese, diced avocado, sliced black olives, sour cream, and/or salsa

These enchiladas are easy-yet-delicious and are a perfect Tex-Mex entrée for your next dinner. Not only 
that, but this is a great recipe to get creative with! With some small personal touches, you can customize 
these enchiladas into a signature dish that will leave your guests begging for another round of your 
famous enchiladas!

1. Sauté the beef. Heat oil in a large pan over medium-high heat. Add the onion and garlic and sauté for about 3 
minutes, until onion is translucent. Add the ground beef and cumin, sautéing for another 5 minutes or until completely 
browned, crumbling the beef as it cooks. Stir in beans, corn, green chiles, and optional adobo peppers until combined. 
Season with salt and pepper, to taste.

2. Preheat oven and prep baking dish. Heat oven to 350°F. Spread ½ cup of the enchilada sauce along the bottom of a 
9 x 13 casserole dish.

3. Assemble the enchiladas. Set up an assembly line on a clean counter or large cutting board of: tortillas, enchilada 
sauce, beef/bean filling, and cheese. Lay one tortilla flat and spread two tablespoons of sauce over the surface with a 
spoon. Add 1 or 2 heaping spoonfuls of beef/bean filling in a line down the middle of the tortilla. Sprinkle ⅓ cup of 
cheese over the filling, then roll into a wrap to finish (no need to tuck the ends in like a burrito.) Place widthwise into 
the casserole dish. Continue until all 8 tortillas are filled and placed in the dish. (You may have to push the enchiladas 
together to make them fit depending on how tightly you wrapped them - this is A-OK!) Finally, spread the remaining 
enchilada sauce and cheese over top.

4. Bake. Bake uncovered for 20 minutes, or until the cheese is slightly brown and bubbling.
5. Serve. Plate the enchiladas hot and garnish with your favorite toppings! A large dab of sour cream and salsa to the 

side is a great way to make this dish look restaurant-style.

IDEAS
★ Spice things up! Ground chipotle, cayenne, and jalapeños in the filling are all great ways to add heat to this 

dish.
★ Make it vegan! Replace the beef with a plant-based alternative, or extra veggies like zucchini, broccoli, or 

roasted cauliflower. Then, just remove the cheese or swap for a vegan-cheese.
★ Change the flavor! Corn tortillas are classic, just double the number of tortillas. Green enchilada sauce or 

chicken are both delightful subs. For a daring signature finish, cover the enchiladas with queso sauce, fresh 
pressed garlic, or even baker’s chocolate shavings! (Maybe not all three at once… But I won’t judge. *wink*)

RECIPE FROM AN EDITOR
by Sabbastian Wilson-Webb

FOOD SHELF CAMPAIGN
The Minnesota FoodShare May Campaign brings together organizations, businesses, faith communities, and 
individuals to help keep the 300 food shelves statewide stocked throughout the year. For over forty years 
Minnesota FoodShare ha

“CAN YOU IMAGINE” by Laura Baum-Parr

Women’s Fellowship 2026 Calendar of Events/Meetings 

March12 - Easter tabletop decoration craft, & discuss Spring Plant Sale 
April 9 - Rug Hooking with Judy H 
May 14 - Pizza Party at Kirin and Alan’s home 
June (2 meetings in June, and none in July) - 
    1) Treasure Sale on Wednesday 10th 
          Lunch - Cindy & Heidi 
    2) Fashion Show and Tea on Wednesday June 17th, featuring Sun ‘N Fun’s clothing. Time is to be     

determined 
August 13 - Greens demonstration with Jen Gagliardi 
September 10 - Leaf bowl craft, with Stacy and/or Laura 
October 8 - Croatian Apple Strudel Baking with Nancy 
November 12 - Lefse and/or other group baking project 
December - Cookie Bake Sale (6th), and WF Congregational Thank You luncheon (10th)

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
by Sherry Toenjes

Men’s 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP

The Justice Ministry Team met informally for a Christmas gathering and discussed our future meeting and 
action plans as we confront these challenging times.  We must continue our purpose to promote justice 
differently than we initially planned. Our world, our country, our state, and our God require that we find 
ways to care for those among us who are in need and in harm’s way. 

 Our world, our nation, and our state have changed and face difficult times ahead.  The justice committee 
asks that our church be prepared for changes in our government that may negatively affect people in our 
area and be prepared to assist them and keep them safe.  A team member has asked us to consider ways to 
assist people who are hiding in their homes and face danger of being arrested by ICE.  It is important not to 
make judgments about those who have come to our country to seek safety from violence in their own 
countries.  Two of our team members attended a Cass County Board meeting to clarify whether there were 
any plans for ICE to come to Cass County.  The Board quelled the rumor that ICE had been invited here – the 
Board has not had any communications with ICE about coming to Cass County. 

We also have decided to consider resuming our Neighbor Helping Neighbor Hackensack cleanup day in the 
spring.  We will discuss this further and make a decision at our next meeting.

Marilyn McKnight, Team Leader

New Members
We are happy to welcome new members to our congregation, Ed and Judy Brown. They have moved to 
Hackensack full time after spending time traveling back and forth from Colorado for a number of years. 
They have been attending Union Church for the past year and have found a spiritual home here. Judy loves 
horses and Ed has an addiction to pickleball. If you get a chance to talk with them, please make sure you 
welcome them into our church community.

Birchview
Birchview Church meets every Sunday at 1:00 p.m. at Birchview Gardens Living Assistance Center in 
Hackensack. Each week there are between 8-12 residents that worship together by watching our morning 
worship service. Volunteers from our church take turns going over to worship with them. We are looking for 
1-2 more people who would like to go over with us once a month to worship and visit with residents from 
12:45 -1:15 p.m. If you would like to do that, please talk to Pastor Torri.

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

                JUSTICE MINISTRY TEAM UPDATE 



Adult Learning has been busy! In late January, Laura Baum-Parr led a wonderful retreat on compassion. We 

had 19 participants, and it was very well-received.

We co-sponsored the “Love-In” for peace and hope in mid February. A video of the event was shown during 

last Sunday’s service so you can get the idea. We were happy with the attendance of between 50 and 60 

people. Very peaceful and love-filled.

Eleven of us completed the Living Deeply, Dying Well 3-session course on completing our health care 

directives. This course was taught by Laurel Riedel from Minneapolis. She taught us via Zoom while we 

gathered live in the council room together. The evaluations by the students were all very positive, and we are 

all very happy to have this task completed or nearly completed! We are planning another Living Deeply, 

Dying Well class! The dates are Tuesdays, June 2, 9, and 23 at 6 PM in the downstairs Council meeting room.  

Zoom presence is an option   The class maximum is 10 students, and we have 5 signed up already. If you are  

interested please reach out to Linda in the office. Linda also took the class and can answer questions you 

may have.

On Sunday, March 8th, David Coleman, the new ministry Chair for Outdoor Ministries at the UCC 

Conference, will be joining us along with Mallory who is the new ministry Chair of Communications. David 

heard about Hackensack Camino, was intrigued, and is coming to meet with Adult Learning to learn more 

about this event. David will also be preaching! Please join us and welcome both David and Mallory to UCC in 

Hackensack, a vibrant loving congregation!
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ADULT LEARNING – by Linnea Dietrich

Spring seems far away this early in the year, but it’s wonderful to 
experience the lengthening days, knowing Spring will come, eventually.  

Lenten services are in full swing.  It is a joy to worship each Wednesday 
with our friends from St. Paul’s and The Lighthouse.  The soup supper 
Tammy and friends prepared for the service last night was delicious, and I 
know every Lenten dinner will be the same. The theme this year is “Dark 
Spots”, and last evening Pastor Torri talked about things in our lives which 
keep us separated from God, those around us, and our own inner peace. 
Her example of racial prejudice was very timely.  

 On Sunday, March 8, we will host guest pastor David Colemen, from 
Minnesota Conference Outdoor Ministry. David is new to the 
Conference, so this will be a perfect chance for us to get to know him as 
well as Mallory Everhart (Conference Communications) who is also 
visiting the Hackensack area at the same time.  

Yours in Christ’s Love.  Heidi Hoppe, Chair; Sheryl Kaubisch, Caryl Allan, 
Gracee Rudkin, and Mary Parrish.

NEWS FROM THE WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM
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Game Night
March 14th at 5:30 pm

Friendship Hall

Bring a snack to share.

Movie Night
March 28th at 5:30 pm

Friendship Hall

Showing: “A Man Called Otto”

Fit2Move Exercise Group
Every Wednesday & Friday

at 10:00 am
In the Friendship Hall

Any questions, please call the office at 218-675-6300
or email the church at media.ucchackmn@gmail.com.

Women’s Bible Study
2nd & 4th Wednesdays from 

5:30 to 7:00 pm

Any questions, please call the office at 218-675-6300
or email the church at media.ucchackmn@gmail.com.

Lectio Divina
Every Wednesday at 4:00 pm

In the Church Library

Meaning “divine reading,” Lectio Divina is a meditation and 
prayer practice intended to promote communion with God 

and to increase the knowledge of God’s word.

Northwoods Acoustic Jam
Tuesday, March ??th at 5:00 pm

In the Friendship Hall

Any questions, please call the office at 218-675-6300
or email the church at media.ucchackmn@gmail.com.

Coffee Hour
Did you know we have coffee hour 
after each and every service? Come 
and meet some new and old friends 

on Sunday mornings. Our treat.

The Semi-Annual meeting will be held March 28th after the service.

Stan would like Men’s Fellowship to meet on Tuesday, March 13 at 9:30 this month to 
discuss plans moving forward. He will personally contact the men about this via email.
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Bible and Beer
Every Monday at 4:00 pm

At Rendezvous Brewing

Any questions, please call the office at 218-675-6300
or email the church at media.ucchackmn@gmail.com.

Women’s Fellowship
Thursday, March ???th, 11:30 am
Meet at church. Lunch at Damsite 

Supper Club in Pine River, then will visit 
the Sherwood Florist and Garden Center

Wednesday, March 19th, 5:00 - 6:00 pm
Friendship Hall

Join us for a dinner of tater tot hotdish, buns, salad, 
and of course a yummy dessert!

Free will offering to support
Holiday Food Boxes.

BENEFIT MEAL
Men’s Fellowship

Monday, March 10th, 9:30 am
Meeting for breakfast at Corner Store in Backus

Any questions, please call the office at 218-675-6300
or email the church at media.ucchackmn@gmail.com.

Please sign up in the hallway to the Friendship Hall or by 
calling the church office so we know how much food to 
prepare.
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