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Rev. Torri Vande Zande UNEXPECTED GI FTE

Sever al years ago, I was working at a church as ¢
and she hadChaeaocydt wmasmendot i n my job description,

and cl iGp nCahielwsy €0 rhiep wopulhdenr f urni tur e.

One winter, El ayne made a decision to go into a |
and was having a hard time parting with certain i
possessions to friends, neighbors and members of

El ayne wanted to give me something special and cl
hel p her take care of Chewy. So, one day she wal |
caref ul not to bend it and wal ked ginglerwgntedotsas
for taking such good care of Chewy. You are @&erhyayv
any paper. It i6s your Christmas gi ft/!

She stuck her hand inétheaboxmuagnd | f t mt
inches high -&ndzhePdi mbedto® t he si rol
i ng cerlazkye ctahti ngs such as pouncing h e
tail and there was acéet@emehealRt avals e

I took the gift from her hand andrlh or
rest of them or in dhe box! They ar u!
I tried not to | ook wungr at efilTthle ore sa S
iYegS he BTahied,e ar@l 1ll4doonkoerde!i n t heé b« n ot
were 14 more <cat mugs staring at m 0 X

t heir own t heme.

My first fWhoautg ham wlasgoi ng toBuwto my tthhdibglttas wairge -
wor @iTshhese have been special to me and | wanted you
I graciously accepted the box of cat mugs and tha
packed the cat mugs and put them on one of my kit
hot chocol at e. I thought of the cat mugs sitting
hot cider and | wused another one, but this time |
(continued o
Wh &'

Sunday Worship at 9:30 A. M. Communion: First Sundaly
Coffee and Fell owship Following Service at 10:

g
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(continued from page 1)

DCEgtEMBER BIRTHDAYS

myself going back to thoseg mugs ever ti me
somet hinganhd drithlought of
her cat Chewy.
Over the year s, these qui RN m s hav b
many smil es I have used trﬁeeyrﬁegwegi(fep(f l\b?alg(tsglr g
snuggled up with a cup of fibetc embe Galh&tee Nomdh aa 0"
used them during bonfire i ght s WrNen[hI irkviﬁe f
and | have used them when jl have juast aqd fea\h f er
dinner. They have become c@nversatbBandpi Eaebenrnnj
share about my friend EI ay [?ecaenr%behrﬁl{bﬁgélcg%gwl
Elayne passed away this pa Efecyeen?bre'r(:hcﬁ‘ttelweys pc_awsesee a
years earlier, but their emory and "story ave@p@be
on my heart through 15 T
unexpected gift that has r
Some of the best gifts are Dlenceexnﬁ’beecrAr?QjY-eV\(hﬁa[‘u (tRh i
Advent and Christmas seasan, I often think abofut
gave us the unexpected gi fftPescfe mpedlyog Bc hBrojhsatn o nwi o
thought that the Messiah BDEHEEmMPES PP ma F(r2Oim sl ceh
beginnings? His family di not have money or Nr e
was part af faantiarype mBuetr JegPecwMoePi2guAndgrspd
cial gift to this world toflSsdodvmdSGHPHNohOFbE § €.
My tr)1opern(j)r y Ou tdhis_ fAdvef DJe@@mb@h(V@}zs.ym@$e§ﬂaksn
me mb e r6 wrdexpect e t o esus . en. you ta 1
nativity set out it hee e Qeqwm&ﬁﬂ%%%oa%tsh%rs?n
you put that nati BecmddMi ZHi gkl ©fandfs @
gle up on cold w s with a cup of ch
movi e, or during when you invite 2 n
you have just a over f.or dinner. al
for such an unex kﬁ;}

@‘ \’.'_-,
May you and your \u;zu)jj.
blessed Advent & y ;.Q\*’Lapghd"/%
Christmas! : E iffd—’b
Pastor Torri

Karen Holl e andWShibbaBdi|jamr
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day evenings during Advent. The services begin at 5:30, and a meal follows.
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December 11thd Held at Union Congregational UCC
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