A
i
UNION
\ CHURCH /

Church Office: (218) 675-6300
PASTOR: The Rev. Michael Small

The Union News
Union Congregational Church, United Church of Christ

PO Box 10—401 Lake Avenue East, Hackensack, MN 56452-0010
“Ne matter whe you are or where you axe on life’s journey—you are welceme fere”

http://www.unioncchackensack.com/
EMAIL: union@uslink.net

Toll Free: (888) 887-4820
Cell Phone: (218) 280-1401

January 2072

A NEW YEAR

As I write this we are ap-
proaching the First Sunday of
Christmas. The Sundays of
the Pastors Desk January will include a cele-

bration of Epiphany (a Chris-
tian festival, observed on January 6, or the nearest Sun-
day, commemorating the manifestation of Christ to the
gentiles in the persons of the Magi; often known as the
“Twelfth-day”), the baptism of Christ and the Sundays
following Epiphany.

We do not leave the time of Christmas on December
25. I think about all the activities of Christmas for the
folk of Union, and what a marvelous season it was! I re-
member the Sunday Olivia tried to tell me about the
Christmas Story, the re-dramatization with angels, shep-
herds, the magi and even Santa Claus with Mrs. Claus.
From Age to Age presented a Christmas Concert. We
celebrated Winter Solstice with songs of peace. Christ-
mas Eve and Day services celebrated the birth of the
Christ. All — a re-telling of the story, a re-living the ex-
perience of the Spirit of Christ being somehow, miracu-
lously, born into us, in us. We become the containers that
manifest the Spirit of Christ.

Think about that for a while. . . containers of Christ,
the manifestation of Christ, Christ to the world . . . As
people of faith, is our faith focused on this Christ pres-
ence that lives within us? Assuming this to be true, how
does this change us, how does this change those we live
with and among, how does this change the world and all
of creation?

To believe and live out lives that understand the pres-
ence of Christ within means that we make different
choices. It means we listen for a voice that calls us to be
more than just ourselves. A voice that comes from deep
within, from past generations, from past experiences, a
voice that is informed by generations of the faithful who

have known the Christ within. It means that we live life
confidently and boldly.

Think about how Jesus the Christ experienced life.
Born in a manger, in utter poverty, but born into a fam-
ily and a faith, Jewish. Too often we put Jesus on a ped-
estal, thinking he could not have been anything like us,
human with all our warts and foibles. I would ask you
to set aside for a moment the deification of Jesus. Imag-
ine him as a child growing up in a family who struggled
to make ends meet. Times were bad, unemployment
was high, a sharp division between the rich and poor,
the insiders and outsiders. Think about his people, his
community who remembered well the conquering Ro-
man soldiers, a community who lived under the oppres-
sion of a foreign government. And with all of that going
on, think about a people who are deeply religious, yet
they long for a temple that is gone. Think about Jesus
growing up, going to daily religious training, wonder-
ing about who he was and who he was to become.
Think about him struggling with those issues. Think
about him as a person who grew up with strong com-
munity ties, deep friendships and longtime childhood
friends. See a Jesus who was very real, flesh and blood,
with dreams and hopes, fears and questions, times of
confusion and clarity. Think about Jesus as one who
could have been a friend, an acquaintance, a brother.

Out of this remembering, out of these imagined ex-
periences, we can begin to see the reality into which
Jesus was born, lived and died. We can begin to know
him as a real person, not very different from us. The
power of who Jesus was and what he did becomes even
more amazing when we know something of the reality
of his existence. Jesus experienced the injustice of his
time, his people and others living in poverty with sys-
temic oppression all around them.

Sunday Worship 10:00 A.M.
Coffee Fellowship Following Service 11:00 A.M.

Sunday School 10:15 A.M. (ages 4-6th grade), 11:30 (Adults)

Communion: First Sunday each Month
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Church Staff

PaStOr. ... The Rev. Michael Small
PariSh NUMSE. .....uveiiieeeeieeeeece e Marty Mann, RN
Youth, Family, Child Program Coordinator............. The Rev. Sheila Hunter
“‘Morning OUt™......ovveeiiiiiecee e Sue Johnson, Donna Faust
Church SECretary..........ooovvvviiii i, Julie Rono
Financial Secretary............oooviiiiiiiie e Don Hoppe
TrEASUIET ...ttt Sheryl Kaubisch
ChOIr DIFCHOT. ... Sheryl Kaubisch
Bell Choir DIr€CtOr.......ccoivviiiiiiie et Heidi Hoppe
OrganistS........vvveeeiiiiiiee e Sheryl Kaubisch, Beth Trout

Elsa McNelis, Louise Brandt
Pianist.......oooiiiii Geri Broberg

Church Council

MOGEIALOT. ...t Al Griggs

Vice-Moderator............ooovviviiiiiiiiiie e Gretchen Larson
Past-Moderator............ooovieeiiiiiie e Joni Kumpula
ClEIK. oo Janice Pfarr
Board of Christian Learning.............ccccoviviiniieiieniiieen, Marty Mann
Board of Congregational Life.............cccccovvvveieiiieeiiiiiiienn, Carl Larson
Board of Communication................cccoeveeeiiiienee i Karen Holle
Board of Facilities..............cccoveveeiiiiiiic e, John Stefan
Board of Financial Stewardship............c..ccocoiiiieiiiininis Bill Shipman
Board of Leadership Recruitment..............ccccovviieeiiiiinnn Tom Cox
Board of Personnel..............ccoevvvviiiiiiiiiece e Bruce Carlson
Board of Qutreach............ccccvvviiiiiiiiie e, Lois Anderson
Board of Worship..........cccoovviieeeiiiiinnnn, Gerry Broshar/Orv Broberg

Moderator’s Report

Happy Holidays to everyone. It was truly a joy
to see our church filled with family and friends
on Christmas Eve. This year has passed so
quickly. Our world seems to always be filled
with strife and turmoil and we are blessed to live
in our beautiful north country where all this
seems far away.

On a different note, our church Council has
been wrestling with the issue of declining mem-
bership as it pertains to staffing our nine boards,
among other things. Our Constitution requires
each board to be staffed with six people and an
individual can only sit on one Board. Also, an
individual can only serve for six consecutive
years, then must take a year off. Our Board of
Leadership Recruitment has prepared an amend-
ment to our Constitution which would change
the required Board membership to four people
on some of the Boards, as a way of ameliorating
the problem. Council has discussed this at length
and each Board is comfortable with the new re-
quired personnel level, should this Amendment
be approved. This issue will be brought up for a
vote during our semi annual meeting in January.

I will be in warmer climes for about six
weeks from 5 January to15 February, so our
Vice Moderator Gretchen Larson will be presid-
ing in my absence. Happy New Year!

Yours in Christ,
Al Griggs

Karen Holle & Barb Mann co-editors of The Union News

HAPPY NEW
YEAR!

Below: Age to Age Concert held on December 18.
Music to the ears!
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BIBLICAL TEXTS FOR JANUARY Liturgists
1% Sunday after Christmas January 1 1/1 Margaret Zieffler
Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40

1/8 Tom Cox
1st Sunday after Epiphany January 8 .
Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7;, Mark 1:4-11 L ke NElEem
2" Sunday after Epiphany January 15 1/22 Heidi Hoppe
1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; | Corinthians
6:12-20,; John 1:43-51 1/29 Marty Mann
3" Sunday after Epiphany January 22
Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark WOmen’s Fenowship
1:14-20
Karen Holle, chair
4™ Sunday after Epiphany January 29 There will not be a Women’s Fellowship meet-
Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111, 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 ing in January. The Crafty Ladies will begin to
Mark 1:21-28 meet soon. Watch for meeting times.
A little note from Karen about cookies for shut-

ins: At our December meeting we assembled about
20 containers of cookies to give to folks who would
enjoy them. My mother, Barbara, who has just
moved to a memory care facility, was the recipient
of one of those containers of cookies. When I vis-
ited her recently before the holidays she proudly
offered me one of “her” cookies. It was delicious
and she was thrilled to have something in her room
she could offer to me. Thanks to all you wonderful
ladies that helped with the “cookie can* project.

(continued from page 1)

Out of this Jesus followed in the ways of the prophets. He came to the river Jordan. Was baptized by John. And in
that moment named and claimed by God as God’s Child. With all of this he lived a life of love and compassion. Je-
sus sought to make a difference, to lift up a new vision, where justice would prevail, the oppressed would be set free,
the injustices made right. He did not do this alone, but gathered common, everyday people around himself. He en-
couraged, taught, preached, healed and lived among them. And out of all this a new reality emerged, there was the
hope that was forever set forth, that all of humanity, that the earth itself could be made whole again.

This is the legacy passed down to us in 2012. This is the vision that our faith daily brings us to live out. We
know, with each other, with the leading of the Spirit of God, with the blessing of God’s presence in us, we, too, can
make a difference. As we live out the life of Jesus within, all of the world changes.

So we do not despair as others do. We do not walk hopeless for the future. But we know things can be and will
be better. We know the blind will see. Those imprisoned will be released. Those who are afraid will stand with cour-
age and possibility. We know this, because we are called to be and can be those very persons — persons who make a
very real difference. It begins in our homes. It goes out to the streets of Hackensack or wherever we live. And from
there, it goes out to the ends of the universe, of all creation.

Think about Jesus Christ within, and your world, and my world will be transformed. In 2012 let’s all, with the
help of God make a difference!!

In Christ, Pastor Michael
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The following 2012 budget was approved by the Church Council on 12/21/2011 for presentation to the

Congregation
at the January
2012 Semi-
annual Meeting.

Council Admini-
stration
Annual Re-

port
Assoc. Dues
Cont. Ed./
Prof. & Meeting
Exp.
Council Min-
istry Teams
Postage
Supplies
Telephone

Bd of Personnel
Misc.
Pastor Compen-
sation and Ex-
penses

Annuity
Cont. Ed./
Prof. & Meeting
Exp.
HDVDL
Ins.

Housing
Salary
SS& Med
Travel
Pastor's
Discretionary
Fund

Proposed
2012
Expenses

$0
$1,800
$0

$77
$227

$3,900
$2,037

$0

$7,329

$1,840
$21,321

$12,870
$38,401
$3,826
$4,600

$0

Communications
Ministry Team

Advertising
Computer

Website

Newsltr BM

Bd of Facilities
Church Ins
Custodial. S

&S
Maintenance/

Repair
Utilities

Bd of Financial
Stewardship

Church Win-
dows Support

Mailings
Pew Enve-
lopes

Bd of Outreach
Outreach

CUE

OCWM

Scholarships
Ministry Tm

Proposed
2012
Expenses

$100
$0
$240

$580

$5,600
$500

$5,400
$17,000

$399
$250

$100

$200

$0
$4,600

$0
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Staff Compensa-
tion
Custodial

Nursery
Attendant

Parish
Nurse

Secretary

Youth Co-
ordinator
Morning
Out Director
Morning
Out Assistant Di-
rector

Choir Di-
rect

Handbell
Direct

Organst/
Acc

SS &
Medicare

Bd of Christian
Learning

Curriculum
Expendable Sup-
plies

Food Supplies

$3,190
$0

$4,658
$11,821

$5,589

$1,815

$908
$3,105
$0
$2,588

$2,576

$250
$600

$1,150

Bd of Worship

Altar Supplies

Guest Minis-
ter

Choir Robes
Copyright

Music & BC

Upper Room

Communion
Ministry Tm

Other

Bd of Congrega-
tional Life

Plastic Name
Tags
Paper Name
Tags
Thank You for
Visiting Cards
Sunday Hospi-
tality Supplies
Welcome Cen-
ter

Bd of Leadership

Total Expenses
Total Revenue

Deficit

$150

$800
$0

$0

$0

$0
$50

$50

$292

$30
$110
$400

$450

$0

$173,779

$172,152
$1,627
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Board of Congregational Life

Carl Larson, chair grandchildren. Or, perhaps you just want to contribute
As 2011 closes, I have been reminesing. Asaboy o our hospitality.

growing up in a Scandinavian family whenever some Each month a different Board or group will take care

one would visit our family would always have a “little  of the coffee service and clean up. In January the Choir

lunch”....... some kind treat and always plenty of cof-  will do those tasks. Sometimes it is those simple things

fee. There was plenty of conversation and laughter. as coffee, a treat and a visit around a table leads a per-

We kids learned a lot about family, sometimes things ~ son to want to join in worship with us because, “No

were told not to repeat! matter where you are on your journey, you are welcome
At Union we still practice this tradition on Sundays  here.”

after Worship. We gather in Friendship Hall, sit Our next New Member Sunday will be January 15™

around tables sharing coffee and a treat. This leadsto  If anyone wishes to join our church just contact the

the need for host and hostesses for 2012. The new church office or myself. We can hardly wait for you to

sign up sheets are on the bulletin board as you enter join us at our table.

Lol el e ey o el somusns i e MEMBERS: Anne Broshar, Bud Leines, Virginia Shearer, Jerry

anniversary or visiting family so you can show off the  7your, Joanne Waish, Carl Larson, chair.

-
January Birthdays
January 1. Evelyn Jones
January 2......ccccooviiiiiiiiiee e Jack Shaffer
.............................................................. Sue Peterson
January 3. Irene Schires
January 4........ccooevieieniieieeee e Geri Broberg
- January S......cccooviiiiiiiinie Myra Damm
) Y Y
Men’s Fellowship e T Todd Shaner
January 12......ccocevviieiiiiniiniiiieeieeeee, Jerry Trout
John Ste.fan PN [ 1¢] @\ (1 A %
As this year comes to an end, we look forward to a new January 13, Micah Hunter-Small
year that Wlll be as productive as thlS laSt year. ThlS paSt January 4. Betty Nye
, ) “t “ . January 15.....ccoooiiiiiiiiiiieeee Jean Spring
year, Men’s Fellowship held the 1™ annual “Walleye Fish January 16........ccceeeeeeeeneeenireeeeeeeennn, Lois Anderson
Fry" as a fund raising event Wthh was Very Successful due ................................................................ JOGy Wallin
to the efforts of it b W 1 ble to i January 17......cccooevieviiiieiececeee e, Jim Grove
0 the ctiorts ol 1ts members. ] ¢ were also a .e‘o Increase ceetetetestetetees e heneneateaaienenenenense.... LIDDY Freeman
the number of food boxes provided at Thanksgiving and || ..o Michelle Wallin
Christmas from 24 to 30 due to special contributions from January 18.......cccoiiiiiii Gabriel Knutson
, . . January 19......cccceevieviiiniiiicieceeeee, Mary Jo Towne
Women’s Fellowship, Jerry Bisbee, and Gordon Ford. We January 20.........cocoveeeiiiereeeeeerenees Don Patterson
also worked on the Christmas Tree Project, and served a January 21......ococivininniiininieccnn Michael Rubitschung
pancake breakfast after the youth Christmas program. We January 22.....c.ccooiiiiiiiniiiieece éirén\});/izgi
hope to present some informative presentations at our JANUALY 23 ... Elizabeth Bair
monthly meetlngs thls next year_ Personally’ I hope that .................................................. Margaret Brown
. build h it of fell hi d January 25......cccoeeviiiiiiiieeee e Norma Skaug
we continue to build on the spirit ot our tellowship and to January 26.......ccccoeeveeiiiiineneeeee James Cowie
be able to keep involved with the needs of the Hackensack || oo Mary McKinney
community and surrounding areas. The next Men’s Fel- || oo Susan W'elter
. . January 28.......cccceeeiieiiiiiienieeieeeeee Oral Rubitschung
lowship breakfast will be held on Tuesday, January 10, |( 7 Rick Hughes
2012 at 8:00 A.M. Plan to attend and invite a friend. January 29......ccocooviiiiiiniiieen Charlie Tauber
January 30.......cccocevieiienieieee e Lee Viskar
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Church Council January 8 Semi-annual Meeting

By Tom Cox, Chair
At our Semi-annual meeting on January 8", The secutive times a member may be reelected in-
Board of Leadership Recruitment will move congrega- creases from one to two, which means the maxi-
tional approval of amendments to Article VII of our mum length of time a member may serve on a
church Constitution. Article VII describes our Board given board without taking a year’s sabbatical
structure and stipulates the number of persons on each from that board remains the same at six years.
of our nine Boards and their terms of office. And finally, the term of the Clerk changes
Your Board of Leadership Recruitment has recom- from three to two years, but the number of con-
mended, and the Council has approved, reducing the secutive times the Clerk may be reelected
membership of certain boards from six to four, as fol- changes from one to two, which means that the
lows: maximum length of time a Clerk may serve
without taking a sabbatical year from office in-
Christian Learning: Six members creases from four to six years.
(unchanged) The Board of Leadership Recruitment has
Communications: Becomes a Ministry proposed these changes because experience has
Team revealed that not all boards can effectively use
Congregational Life: Six members six members, and because it is increasingly diffi-
(unchanged) cult to recruit church members who are willing
Facilities: Four members to serve as board members. The proposed
Financial Stewardship:  Six members changes will reduce the number of church mem-
(unchanged) bers serving in elected office from 57 to 44.
Leadership Recruitment: Four members This announcement appeared in greater detail
Outreach: Four members in the December Newsletter, and copies of the
Personnel: Four members proposed changes to Article VII are available in
Worship Six members the church narthex to members who are inter-
(unchanged) ested in seeing the form these changes take in
writing.
In addition, the terms of office of Board members is
changed from three to two years, but the number of con-

Celebrating the Past: Historical Footnotes

Myra Damm, historian

Girl’s basketball and the question of Equal rights figured in the history of this church in the winter of 1925-
1926.The undefeated girl’s teams played boys rules and discarded bloomer and middies in favor of newer and briefer
models. This scandalized a conservative and vocal segment of the community. The Reverend Emil Hermann made
this issue the subject of a sermon, which greatly pleased the girls, and settled the question once and for all. Three of
those girls were Alice (Miell) Fleisher, Margaret (Thomas) Poore and Bea (King) Burnson. Information for this foot-
note comes from the girls, not the Church Register.
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BOARD OF OUTREACH
MISSION FOR THE MONTH

One Great Hour of Sharing

Lois Anderson, Chair

The Mission of the Month for January, 2012, is
One Great Hour of Sharing. Sharing brings Joy to us,
to others, to God. "God is able to provide you with
every blessing in abundance, so that by always having
enough of everything, you may share abundantly in
every good work." (2 Corinthians 9:8) One Great Hour
of Sharing has been in existence for over fifty years. It
is an offering that makes the love of God real for indi-
viduals and communities around the world who suffer
the effects of disaster, conflict, or severe economic
hardship, and for those who serve them through gifts
of money and time. Today projects are underway in
more than 100 countries, including the United States
and Canada, and all use their OGHS funds to make
possible disaster relief, refugee assistance, develop-
ment aid and more. The purpose of One Great Hour of
Sharing has remained the same: to collect special gifts
to assist those in need.

One Great Hour of Sharing gives each of us the
opportunity to share with people from around the
world. When we help others improve their lives, we
change their world and ours. Please consider making a
donation to One Great Hour of Sharing during the
month of January. There will be special envelopes in
the pews for your convenience. You can make your
check payable to UCC and designate it for OGHS,
place it in the offering plate, or mail it to the church
office. Thank you for your generous contribution.

BOARD OF WORSHIP

Orv Broberg, Vice Chair

Our “Little Town of Hackensack” sprung to life
this past week with the Children’s Christmas Pro-
gram followed by a pancake breakfast, the Age to
Age Concert, the Solstice Concert, a full house on
Christmas Eve and a joyous service on Christmas
Day with many Christmas carols and special music
by Jim Sewell.

Among issues discussed at our Board of Wor-
ship meeting was the topic of the length of our wor-
ship services. Two items were discussed — 1)
possibly having only one anthem per service —i.e.
either the Bell Choir or the Sanctuary Choir — not
both in one service and 2) reinstating the procedure
of giving the moments person a note of any special
event not in the bulletin and not pass the micro-
phone around for individual comments. Michael
will also discuss with the Worship Planning Com-
mittee for other time saving solutions.

A special thanks to Margaret Zieffler for her
continued help in organizing the acolytes on Sunday
mornings — she enjoys this task and the children en-
joy “reporting” to Margaret.

The Supplemental Hymnal revision is still a work in
progress. In last months’ Newsletter, we requested
the congregation to submit changes/additions they
would like to see in the Supplemental Hymnal. We
have received a few responses and found three of
the requests are already either in TNCH or the pre-
sent Supplemental Hymnal. Two additional items to
be added will be the hymn — Children of the Heav-
enly Father and the “old” versions of Christmas
Carols.

We will keep the request opportunities open un-
til February-2012. If you have a favorite hymn
which is not in the New Century Hymnal and you
would like to have it in the Supplemental Hymnal,
please write down the name, the hymnal it’s found
in (if known), and your name and telephone num-
ber. Place this information in the SUGGESTION
BOX in the narthex or give it to Orv Broberg. Your
suggestion will be considered by the Board of Wor-
ship in the update process.
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Look Out Your Window

Lee Moren
Last October, Joanne, Buddy, and I drove down to the
cities to attend the yearly reunion of faculty members from the
school where I taught for most of my career. Joanne helps me
with the driving and Buddy helps with the eating. We have met
on the third Thursday of October for over forty years. Until
this year it has been a breakfast

ors but [ had no idea what they were called. This really
worried me and [ was afraid [ would have to repeat the
grade. I did what any kid would do, I cheated. The girl sit-
ting behind me lived down the street near home. She knew
the names of the colors and she whispered them to me so [
could get it right. I never confessed this to Miss Lindholm
and I hope she doesn’t

meeting but this year we convinced ™
them to change to a lunch. We still
leave home in the dark but not at '
2:00 AM like before.

The first year we met at the
Marigold Ballroom in St. Paul but
since then have always met in High-
land Park. It is always fun to see
them all. After the meeting we al-
ways drive through the old
neighborhood, just across the Ford
Bridge, where I grew up.

This year we drove past
Hiawatha Elementary School where
I spent seven years under the care of some very capable teach-
ers. Hiawatha was probably built around 1930 and was quite
unusual for that era. It is a one story building located on two
full blocks of land. The school takes up slightly more space
than one half of one block so the playground is huge. The
grounds include the usual swings, sandbox and monkey bars
but also tennis courts and horseshoe pits. In the winter, a large
area was flooded for a skating rink complete with a warming
house. There was enough space so each room could have their
own ball diamond.

One thing it did not have was a student lunchroom.
We were expected to walk home for lunch and then back again
for afternoon class. I lived eight blocks from Hiawatha, about
as far as one could get without crossing the boundary for an-
other elementary school. That meant that [ walked 32 blocks
each day or 2 %2 miles.

I started in kindergarten after Labor Day in 1939 and
finished at Hiawatha in June of 1946. I spent all of WWII
there.

Kindergarten was only half days. One half the school
year in the morning and the other half in the afternoon. My
teacher, Miss Beeler, was elderly and very nice. Our room was
large and had tall windows and a cloakroom where we hung
our jackets and left our overshoes. About all I can remember
about kindergarten was that I got in trouble for playing guns in
the cloakroom with two other boys and we had to sit in the
corner for a while.

First grade was all day and we were expected to really
learn something important: how to read. My teacher, Miss
Lindholm, was younger. A few years ago I read in our retire-
ment newsletter that she was the oldest member at 107. By
first grade, I could double numbers up to 16 so math was not a
problem but colors had me stumped. I could see different col-

read this.

Miss Blodget was
my second grade teacher
and she liked me. She
thought I could do some-
thing and encouraged me.

Miss Horkey
wasn’t so sure of my abil-
ity but [ made it through
3= | third grade. Here we
o learned multiplication and
=+ division. We used flash

i cards and had to memo-
rize. Mostly, I remember
that I got hit in the head with the softball bat while playing
catcher. I never liked playing catcher after that.

Fourth grade was Mrs. Dahl. She is the only one I
was sure was married. She was elderly and I can remember
her reading us the newspaper on June 7, 1944, the day after
D Day. Mrs. Dahl was also my piano teacher for a while
until she wrote my folks a note and advised them to save
their money and let me play ball instead. A wise lady.

Fifth grade was a very good teacher, Miss Rudd.
She was middle aged and had a very old fashioned hairdo.
Her room had a storage closet in the back and in there she
had stacks of books for general interest reading. Any time
we had our work done we could go back and take one of
those books and keep it at our desk until we had finished it.
The one I remember most was “King Arthur.”

Miss Massa taught grade six and I remember the
indoor picnics. The food was great and different from
home. It was prepared and served by the PTA mothers and
we ate at our desks. We thought that being able to eat lunch
in school was like the big kids so that was a treat too. It was
at the indoor picnic that I discovered a wonderful baked hot
dish with meat and noodles and tomatoes. It was wonderful
but not on the Swedish menu that I lived with at home. |
carefully picked through my serving and memorized what it
contained and when I got home I told Mom. Mom would
fix anything I asked for so she tried the hot dish and with
her wealth of experience, duplicated that wonderful dish.
Dad seemed to like it too and soon it became one of Mom’s
standards. Joanne makes it now and I still think it is great.

Now that I am older and taught school myself I re-
alize what a good, professional job those teachers did with a
bunch of probably rather ignorant kids. Thank you very
much.
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Ground Floor Coftee House

OPEN Saturdays, 6-9pm
e January 14 - Gaming night- bring your X-box

® January 21 - Open Gym at Community Building
e January 28 - cooking chili to sell next day at church
® Feb. 4 - special movie night with pop corn!

® Feb. 11 - making candy to sell next day at church
Feb. 18 - Open Gym at Community Building

Donate for chili making project:

1 Ib or more of ground beef.

onions.

cans of tomatoes/tomato sauce.

chili powder, garlic powder, cumin powder.
sharp, cheddar cheese.

Help make chili on Jan 28 - 6:00-8:00 PM
Cook for Family Table on Jan. 11 or Feb. 8.

* ©6 o o o o o

HOT CHILI - January 29 - 11:00 - 1:00 PM.

Plan to eat in or take home a container of hot chili for
lunch on fifth Sunday, January 29 in celebration of Back
to Hack weekend! Children and Youth will make and
serve chili after worship in Friendship Hall. Invite your
friends.

THEN - Candy Sale on Feb. 12! Orders will be
taken!

MOVIE NIGHT RETURNS

Monday Movie Night will resume
on January 9. Soup will be available
at 5:30 PM and all are invited to
bring a sandwich and join us prior to
viewing the movie selection of the
month. The January movie will be
“The Help” and will be shown on the
BIG SCREEN on the lower level of
the church. This movie, adapted from
the book, is praised by movie-goers
across the country. If you’ve seen the
movie, come and see it again. If you haven’t seen it, take
advantage of this wonderful opportunity to see a real classic
on the big screen. If you would like to come and need a ride,
please call the church office with information and we will
make arrangements for transportation. Join the fun and fel-
lowship.

Change begins

H”"’lp

h a whispe

YOUTH SCHEDULE
Wednesdays-- Gifts of the Heart (K-4th, 5th-7th) &
Hand bells for 5th - 7th graders; Family Table 6pm:;
Youth Group (8th - 12th):

Jan. 11 - Beginnings & Bells

® Jan. 18 - Bouncing Balls & Bells. Cooking for Family
Table - Karen Holle

® Jan. 25 - Balance & Bells Cooking for Family Table -
Kristi Bodalh, Linda Suvada, Deb Holloway

® Feb. 1 - Lifting Spirit & Bells. Cooking for Family Table -
Connie Grage
Feb. 8 - Candy making & Bells.

Fridays-- Morning Out (infants to preschool), Jan 7,
14,21, 28, Feb 3 & 10, 10am

Thank you Thank you Thank you! - for Dec. 18!
Children, adults, Mr and Mrs Santa, Men’s Fellow-
ship, Age to Age and WHA Choir, Crafts help. It
was ALL wonderful!

Board of Christian Education

Marty Mann, Chair

The Monday morning reading group has taken a
recess and will begin meeting again on January 9 at
9:30 in the church library. We will listen to a taped in-
terview which aired on Minnesota Public Radio early in
December, of Bishop John Shelby Spong, as he dis-
cussed his recently released book, “Re-Claiming the
Bible for a Non-Religious World”. Spong has authored
many books and is regarded as one of Christianity’s
frontier twenty-first century thinkers. The interview
will allow us to understand some of his reasoning re-
garding this new book. Those in attendance will decide
if they wish to purchase the book and become a part of
the weekly discussion.

In his thorough, substantive guide, Spong explores
the origin and essential meaning of each of the individ-
ual books in the Bible, examining the background, the
context, the level of authenticity and even the trust -
worthyness of the messages found there. He explains
why these particular books, written between two and
three thousand years ago, came to be regarded as au-
thoritative and preserved as sacred; he traces the path-
way that biblical religion has traveled as it evolved
through the centuries, and he shows how people have
misused many of these texts in the service of their
prejudices.

All are invited to join in this group, whether they
wish to read the book or not. Bring a friend or neighbor
and join us beginning January 9.
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